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Fairfield City Council Civic Education Program — Teacher Resource



Our free Civic Education Program is available to primary schools in the Fairfield local
government area. The two-hour program is run at our Council Chambers by our
Communications and Marketing team.

We understand some primary schools are unable to attend due to resource constraints, so we
have made the resources available online for the teachers to run the program at the school.

Resources include:

e Learning about Local Government (16 page) activity book
e Certificate of Participation

e Council meeting role play

e Voting cards

e Voting student lanyards

The resources are available online by visiting www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au/civiceducation

PART ONE:

¢ Students work through the ‘Learn About Local Government’ activity booklet with the
teacher

PART TWO:

Mayor of Fairfield City Frank Carbone is available for bookings to visit local primary
schools to speak to students about local government.

e Mayor can visit the school or meet online to speak with students

e At visits the Mayor presents the students running for Mayor with certificates
e Mayor for the day is presented with a certificate of recognition and gift

e School is provided with two Aquatopia family day passes

For bookings or more information email execoffice @fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au or phone 9725 0203.
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STEP ONE - Teacher to work through activities with students.

Learning About Local Government

Match the service with the
correct level of government

LOCAL Gowernment
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Three types of government

Watch the video to reinforce what the three types of government are responsible for.
Activity: Match the service with the correct type of government

History of Fairfield

Students to read through the information on the history of Fairfield

Links:

Civics and citizenship - DOE

Three levels of government - PEO
Levels of government - PEO

What is a democracy?
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Who can vote?
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What is a democracy?
Activity: Students to complete the questions.
Who can vote?

Homework Activity: students to discuss with their family members on what they think makes a
good leader and answer the questions.

Links:

Australian Human Rights Commission — What is Democracy?
Democracy Rules - AEC

Making your vote count - AEC

History of Voting - AEC

Voting in Australia - AEC

Fairfield City Council Civic Education Program — Teacher Resource



https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/civics-and-citizenship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf-LvHj9Zpk
https://peo.gov.au/understand-our-parliament/how-parliament-works/three-levels-of-government/levels-of-government/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Eu6G5YrBt4
https://education.aec.gov.au/democracy-rules/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXEmJ82sF0c
https://education.aec.gov.au/democracy-rules/interactives/history-of-voting/
https://education.aec.gov.au/teacher-resources/files/voting-in-australia.pdf
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Fairfield City Council structure

Activity: students to research and complete the Council structure. Who are the Councillors,
Mayor and City Manager?

Council meetings
Activity: Students to find the meaning of the words.
Links:

Glossary of Terms - AEC
www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

Electing a new Council
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Campaign poster activity

Gt copatiis and maks yoar sum campsigs poster

Electing a new council

Activity: students to complete a brief description of the four main stages in an election.
Campaign poster

Activity: students to create their own campaign poster.

Teacher preparation:

e Provide the students with an A3 sized paper to create their own campaign poster
¢ Encourage them to come up with their own campaign slogan
e Teacher to select one student from each class to run for Mayor

Links:

Kids News: How candidates chase votes on the campaign trail
Voting in Australia - AEC
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https://www.aec.gov.au/footer/glossary.htm
http://www.fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/elections/elections-part-7-how-candidates-chase-votes-on-the-campaign-trail/news-story/f06ea8d609610b9cf1b8d9549a4a39dc
https://education.aec.gov.au/teacher-resources/files/voting-in-australia.pdf

Campaign speech

(ampaign Speech Fairfield /rﬁﬁ
Celebratng diver Fal e
- Activity: Students to write a short speech (1 minute) to convince the local community to vote
= Vore for “":’/ 9@ them. Students to present their speech in class and the teacher selects one student (from each
—— o voTe g1 [ class) to run for Mayor.
vor= B[ | Vote for student Mayor
voTE | D
vorte L[] The students who were selected by their teacher will now present their campaign speech to all
students in the grade. Each student will then vote for their preferred Student Mayor based on
their campaign speech. The students running for Mayor can also vote.
Teacher preparation:
YTy e Vote Lanyards to be placed on each student running for Student Mayor with their names
e Set up of tables with pencils and voting papers for students to complete
o Ballet boxes for students to place their votes
Council Mooting Roleplay 1 Ea!,'ﬁ!elfj/,/ E,?,.U:‘(“Unmbm.s....-.n.-w..-.;....o..v.....(.n..:. Counc” meetlng roleplay

Nation, traditional custodians of this land upon which we
are meeting today. In particular | wish to acknowledge
their elders and their descendants.

We acknowledge your rich culture and your unique role
here in the Fairfield region. Your heritage and traditions
are important to us all and part and parcel of the great
history of Australia.”

I3

£ We give thanks for being elected to this office of honour
and trust. Give us grace, diligently and honourably, free
from private interest and prejudice, to discharge the

duties entrusted to us for the common good of mankind.

The Mayor  Everyone please be seated.
‘The item we will discuss is number 235, an application
o change the zoning of land in Avoca Road from
parkiand into business land. s there any discussion?

Councillor 2 Yes Mr/Ms Mayor.
(Please I move that this be approved.
stand) “This will allow a McBurger to be built on the land.

The Mayor Do you have a seconder?

Councillor 3| second the motion Mr/Ms Mayor.
(Please ‘This McBurger will create jobs for local people and allow
stand) families to enjoy an affordable meal together.

Activity: Students to participate in a Council meeting roleplay.

Teacher preparation

o If possible, set up in one room to cater for all students from the grade who patrticipated in
the campaign.

e Set up is shown on the Council Chambers page which represents the layout of a Council
meeting

e Select a number of students to play a role:
Mayor (elected student), Councillor x 12, public member x 2, public member audience
group of 5 students.
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Message from the Mayor
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Message from the Mayor
Activity: students to complete the activity “My Great Idea’s!”

Student to cut the page from booklet and teachers to collect these to present to the Mayor on
the day of his visit.

There is also the option to mail to Fairfield City Council, PO Box 21, Wakeley NSW 1860 or
email to mail@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au

Make a collage activity

18I0 W

Find a word

Match ups

Crossword

Extra activities

More activities for the students to complete.

o Explore Fairfield City - Identify the location of attractions
Council Services - Fill in the missing letters

e Make a collage activity - Create a digital collage with articles relating to local council
services

e Community’s Vision - Solve the puzzle to reveal the community’s vision

e Find-a-word — Find the words relating to council activities

e Sustainability and Waste - Place the items into the correct bin

e Match ups - Match the Council positions with the service they provide to the community

e Crossword - Solve the crossword all about local government elections
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STEP TWO - Teacher to contact Council to arrange a visit in person or online.

Mayor to visit your school or attend an online meeting to speak to students

To submit a request for the Mayor to attend your school or attend an online meeting, please email to execoffice @fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au or phone 9725 0203
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5pm.

Mayor visits the school

The Mayor attends the school to speak to the students about their role in the local community.
Students will be given the opportunity to ask the Mayor questions.

Teacher preparation

e Ask the students to think about questions they would like to ask the Mayor prior to his visit

Mayor presents certificates

The Mayor will assist with placing the Mayoral robe on the elected student and then will present them with a certificate and gift.
The remaining students who were selected by the teachers to campaign for Mayor will also be presented with a certificate. The
Mayor will also present the school with Aquatopia Family Day Passes.

Teacher preparation

e Prepare selected students who participated in the Mayor campaign
e Select a student to present the Mayor with the “My Great Ideas!” student work sheets
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